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J^nnual  Report 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1956. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Magor  & St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  general  conditions 
o.  the  Public  Health  for  the  year  for  the  Rural  District  of 
Magor  and  St.  Mellons. 

r’e?7/rcS/w^aiWrl  Up  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circulars 
ZO/54  and  17/55  (Wales). 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  estimated  for  195  6 

Area  (consisting  of  26  parishes) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  : 


Total  Births  ... 

M. 

94 

F. 

99 

Legitimate 

89 

97 

Illegitimate 

5 

2 

Total  Still  Births 

3 

| 

Legitimate 

3 

I 

Illegitimate 

13,950 

43,442  acres 
4,201 
£166,221 
£636 


Total 

193 

186 

7 

4 

4 
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The  Birth  Rate  per  I ,000  of  the  population  for  I 956  was  13.12 
The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1956  was  ...  15.6 
The  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1956  was  ...  16.76 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

The  number  of  deaths  3 (M.  2)  (F.  1)  giving  a 

rate  of  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  15-59 

The  Rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  23.8 

The  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was  ...  28.96 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  Nil 


Ages  of  Children  at  death  under  1 year: 

Under  1 week  ...  ...  2 

1 —  2 weeks  •••  •••  Nil 

2 —  3 weeks  •••  •••  Nil 

3 —  4 weeks  ...  •••  Nil 

Total  under  1 month  2 


1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months  •••  •••  Nil 

6 — 9 months  • • • • • • Nil 

9 — I 2 months  •••  Nil 

Total  under  one  year  3 


DEATH  RATE. 


The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was 
(M.  68  F.  53)  giving  a Death  Rate  of  o-67  per 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  ... 

The  Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was 


...  121 
1,000. 
...  1 1 -7 
11.96 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


In  the  following  table  deaths  are  classified  under  the  36 
headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International 
Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of 
Death,  1948. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  Diseases 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough  

Meningococcal  infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  & Lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases  

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


M. 

F. 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

4 

4 

0 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

7 

18 

8 

2 

Nil 

10 

12 

6 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

0 

7 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

3 

9 

2 

Nil 

2 

2 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

All  causes 


Totals  68 


54 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  two  Public  Health  Inspectors 
(whole  time  Officers). 

A contribution  of  one-half  of  the  salaries  is  paid  by  the 
Monmouthshire  County  Council. 


HOSPITAL  HEALTH  SERVICES,  ETC. 

Since  5th  July,  1947,  these  are  administered  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE,  ETC. 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  as  Local  Health 
Authority  are  responsible  for  the  arrangements  and  Administra- 
tion of  the  Services  under  Part  111  of  the  Act. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  these  Services  : — 

(1)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(2)  Midwifery  Services. 

(3)  Health  Visiting. 

(4)  Home  Nursing. 

(5)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(6)  Ambulance  Services. 

(7)  Prevention  of  illness  Care  and  After-Care- 

(8)  Domestic  Help. 

(9)  Duties  under  Lunancy  and  Mental  Treatment  Act 

and  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 


MIDWIVES. 

There  is  one  full-time  Midwife  and  three  District  Nurse/ 
Midwives  practicing  within  the  area. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supplies. 


Negotiations  are  still  being  carried  on  with  the  Cardiff 
R.D.C.  for  the  supply  of  the  Lower  Machen  Area  and  steps 
will  be  taken  in  the  near  fuure  to  provide  a satisfactory  and 
wholesome  supply  of  water  fit  for  domestic  purposes. 

During  the  year  the  Tredegar  Estate  treated  supply  "to 
Coedkernew  from  Cefn  Llogel  was  discontinued.  Water  from 
Newport  Corporation  being  substituted  over  existing  network. 

Whilst  most  of  the  Council  s area  is  adequately  served  with 
supplies  the  following  pockets”  remain  without  a 
sufficient  and  generally  wholesome  supply  ; Coedycaerau  area 
of  Langstone— 1 1 dwellings;  iMynydd  Allt  Tir  Vach  area  of 
Lianvaches  29  dwellings,  and  the  Craig-y-Ceiliog  area  of 
Bettws  7 dwellings-  Most  of  these  dwellings  are  dependent  on 
springs  or  wells,  the  water  from  which  is  of  variable  quantity 

aifv  quality,  whilst  in  a few  cases  rain  water  storage  tanks  are 
utilised. 


The  piped  supplies  of  water  in  this  Rural  District  from 
waterworks  are  constant  and  not  intermittent  and  are  not 
liable  to  plumbo-solvency  action. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES 


IN  EACH  PARISH. 

A.  Bv  Local  Authority  or  Statutory  Water  Undertakers. 

PARISH 

Number  of 
Dwelling 

Number 

Supplied 

Estimated 

Population 

Approximate 

Population 

Rogerstone 

Houses 
...  1587 

1576 

5142 

Served 

5106 

Graig 

501 

476 

1623 

1542 

Marshfield  ... 

... 

245 

231 

794 

748 

St.  Mellons 

307 

294 

995 

953 

St.  Brides  W. 

61 

60 

204 

194 

Peterstone  W. 

48 

47 

155 

152 

Henllys 

• • • 

91 

69 

295 

224 

Bettws 

• • • 

44 

31 

142 

100 

Michaelstone-y-Vedw 

63 

45 

204 

146 

Langstone 

• • • 

282 

266 

914 

862 

Llanwern 

■ • • 

93 

92 

801 

298 

Bishton 

• • • 

81 

77 

262 

2 49 

Kemeys  Inferior 

• • • 

44 

25 

142 

81 

Llanmartin 

Llarxdavenny 

• • • 

68 

63 

220 

204 

• • • 

10 

10 

32 

32 

Nash 

• • • 

87 

84 

282 

272 

Goldcliffe 

,,, 

59 

55 

191 

178 

Whitson 

• • • 

19 

17 

61 

55 

Redwick 

• • • 

58 

56 

188 

182 

Penhow 

... 

96 

79 

311 

257 

Wilcrick 

• • • 

5 

5 

16 

16 

Magor 

• • • 

180 

178 

583 

577 

Llanvaches 

■ • • 

70 

30 

227 

98 

Duffryn 

• • • 

113 

100 

366 

324 

Lower  Machen 

... 

36 

4 

116 

13 

Coedkernew 

• • • 

57 

48 

184 

155 

B.  Private  Supplies — 

Graig  Given  above  16 

Given  above  52 

Marshfield 

Michaelstone-y- V ed  w 

Llanvaohes 

St.  Mellons 

Lower  Machen 

Coedkernew 

Henllys 

5 
2 
8 

7 

20 

8 

6 

» » • 
> > 

JO 

6 

26 

23 

65 

26 

20 

Totals 


4,305  4,090  13,950 


13,252 
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HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  203 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  149 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  Bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  34 

All  Housing  Authorities  were  notified  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  in  Circular  48/53  dated  29th 
September,  1955,  that  Returns  relating  to  the  Demolition, 
Closing  and  Repair  of  Houses  under  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  1936  were  in  future  to  be  submitted  quarterly  to 
that  Department  on  Form  P.I3  (Hsg)  and  as  this  Return  will 
provide  all  the  information  necessary  for  ministerial  purposes, 
consequently  the  inclusion  of  details  upon  housing  matters  in 
the  report  is  discontinued. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

The  Regulations  came  into  force  on  1st  January,  1956, 
and  it  is  now  essential  to  bring  in  a substantial  supply  of  hot 
water  in  order  that  hands  may  be  frequently  washed  when 
dealing  with  foodstuffs  requiring  it. 

The  Regulations  apply  to  a much  wider  range  of  prem- 
ises than  hitherto  and  that  provision  must  be  applied  with  in 
relation  to  all  premises  where  a food  business  ’ is  carried 
on.  Regulations  apply  to  all  cases  where  food  is  handled 
whether  or  not  there  is  any  question  of  sale  or  exposure  for 
sale. 

In  brief  the  Regulations  require  the  following  matters: — 

( I ) The  cleanliness  of  food  premises,  equipment  and 
containers. 

(2)  The  protection  of  food  from  the  risk  of  contam- 
ination. 

( 3 ) The  personal  cleanliness  of  all  persons  engaged 
in  the  handling  of  food. 

(4)  The  carriage  and  wrapping  of  “open  food”  (i.e., 
food  not  contained  in  a container  of  such  mat- 
erials and  so  closed,  as  to  exclude  all  risk  of  con- 
tamination) . 
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(5)  Persons  engaged  in  the  handling  of  food  who  are 
suffering  from  certain  infections,  such  as  staphy- 
lococcal infection  likely  to  cause  food  poisoning. 

(6)  The  provision  of  a clean,  wholesome,  adequate 
and  constant  water  supply. 

(7)  The  provision  of  wash-hand  basins  and  washing 
facilities  for  persons  engaged  on  the  handling  of 
food. 

(8)  The  provision  of  facilities  for  the  washing  of  food 
and  equipment. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  three  catering  establishments 
on  the  foreshore,  St.  Brides,  have  been  closed  down  as  a result 
of  these  Regulations.  The  premises  were  very  dirty  and  with 
inadequate  food  storage  and  culinary  precautions  being 
present. 

Numerous  shops  supplying  foods  have  been  approached 
with  regard  to  installing  washing  facilities  and  so  far  most  of 
these  have  now  complied  with  the  Regulations.  There  are  a 
few  outstanding  cases  which  have  not  yet  done  so. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  to  1954  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949  to  1954,  Milk 
Regulations  1949  to  1954. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  Order, 
1954,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April,  1954,  in  respect  of 
this  Rural  District. 

This  meant  that  all  milk  retained  within  the  area  must  be 
sold  under  a special  designation.  The  special  designations 
authorised  being  Pasteurised,  Sterilised,  and  Tuberculin 
Tested.’’ 

By  virtue  of  the  above-mentioned  regulations  certain  other 
changes  in  the  law  relating  to  specially  designated  milk  came 
into  force  on  1st  October,  1954. 

Firstly,  Producers’  licences  to  use  the  special  designation 
“Accredited”  expired  and  were  not  thereafter  renewable. 
Dairymen  who  until  then  had  retailed  Accredited  milk  in  a 
specified  area  had  to  sell  or  supply  pasteurised  milk,  sterilised 
milk  or  tuberculin  tested  milk. 


Secondly,  every  container  (whether  churn,  can  or  bottle) 
in  which  pasteurised  milk  is  transported,  exposed  or  offered  for 
sale,  is  required  to  be  fitted  with  a cap  or  cover  overlapping 
the  lip  of  the  container  or  closed  and  fastened  in  some  other 
suitable  manner  approved  by  the  licensing  authority- 


Lastly,  pasteurisers  are  now  required  to  put  the  milk  into 
containers  in  which  it  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  customers  at  the 
premises  at  which  milk  is  pasteurised,  and  as  soon  as  possible 
after  pasteurisation.  Accordingly  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk 
by  can  and  dipper  became  illegal. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  are  visited  and 
investigated  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  after  the  receipt  of  a 
Notification.  Where  necessary,  arrangements  are  made  for  the 
removal  of  the  patient  to  an  Isolation  Hospital,  if  accommoda- 
tion is  available. 

The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological 
specimens  is  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory,  County  Hall, 
Newport,  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  on  behalf  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health- 

There  has  been  a change  in  immunisation  procedure  sinoe 
the  last  report.  It  has  now  been  authorised  to  carry  out 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  alone.  Whooping  Cough  Immunis- 
ation alone  and  a combination  of  the  two,  Diphtheria  and 
Whooping  Cough  together. 

Immunisation.  During  the  year  1956  a further  162  children 
were  immunised  : — 

Diphtheria — 

No.  of  children  under  5 years 
No.  of  children  between  5 and  15  years  ... 

Whooping  Cough — 

No.  of  children  under  5 years 
No.  of  children  between  5 and  15  years 

Combined  Diphtheria  & Whooping  Cough- 
Under  5 ...  105;  5-15  ...  3 

There  were  no  notifications  of  Diphtheria  received  during 
the  year.  B 


31 

13 

9 

5 
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Analysis  of  Total  Cases  and  Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases,  according  to  Age  Groups  for  1956. 
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Tuberculosis  is  not  included  in  this  summary. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  incidence  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  compares 
favourably  with  other  areas.  Hospital  facilities  are  still  very 
inadequate  due  to  lack  of  accommodation  and  shortage  of 
nursing  staff. 


Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  no  cases  of  F ood  P oisoning  reported  during 
the  year. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

KENNETH  P.  GILES,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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MAGOR  & ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
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Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Magor  & St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  has  rpany  widely  varied  re- 
sponsibilities and  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  for  him 
to  keep  pace  with  the  vast  amount  of  complicated  Regulations 
and  latest  developments  in  all  the  spheres  in  which  he  has  an 
interest.  It  is  also  evident  that  Local  Authorities  are  shoulder- 
ing more  responsibilities  especially  with  regard  to  housing  and 
re-housing. 

It  is  apparent  the  Council  strives  earnestly  towards  the 
elevation  of  slum  clearance  and  overcrowding  in  the  area.  The 
completion  of  a large  number  of  houses  during  the  year  was  a 
very  welcomed  objective  and  consideration  of  applicants  for 
re-housing  has  been  one  of  intense  interest  and  personal  action 
by  the  local  authority. 

Special  direction  was  given  to  the  families  living  at  the 
various  camps  within  the  area.  Difficulty  was  ahnost  immedi- 
ately encountered  by  the  hutments  being  housed  by  families 
with  large  numbers  of  children.  This  special  problem  had  to 
be  faced  and  whereas  the  housing  estates  of  all  Local  Author- 
ities are  communities,  the  hutted  camps  are  a loose  conglom- 
erate of  dejected  rejects.  The  occupants  have  long  since  given 
up  the  struggle  against  rot,  damp,  lack  of  privacy  and  san- 
itation and  it  is  hard  to  imagine  a more  unwholesome  atmos- 
phere for  the  upbringing  of  children  or  one  more  favourable 
for  the  steady  decline  of  their  parents.  Fortunately  the  Local 
Authority  became  intimately  aware  of  the  urgent  needs  of  re- 
housing the  occupants  and  made  definite  efforts  with  the  mov- 
ing of  a large  number  of  the  occupants  into  suitable  accom- 
modation. 

Unhappily  in  every  decade,  there  has  existed  and  still 
exists,  a minority  of  people  large  enough  to  cause  much  con- 
cernation  and  worry  to  Society  and  State  alike,  who  are  classed 
as  unsatisfactory  members  of  social  life  or  “problem"  families 
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because  of  their  abnormal  and  peculiar  mode  of  existence  and 
lack  of  responsibility.  However,  it  is  abundantly  clear  that  the 
problems  encountered  in  this  sphere  of  work  are  highly  com- 
plex and  varied,  that  they  require  the  attention  of  an  equally 
varied  and  large  number  of  specialised  social  workers  and  that 
only  if  co-ordination  and  co-operation  are  at  the  highest  level 
can  solution  of  problems  be  achieved  in  any  appreciable  num- 
ber of  cases.  The  various  appropriate  departments  of  the 
County  Council  have  come  forward  and  together  with  the 
Officers  of  the  Local  Authority,  they  are  doing  a grand  job 
to  assist  the  families  in  refitting  in  with  the  life  of  the  ordinary 
citizen. 

The  housing  of  the  aged  is  also  in  the  foremost  thoughts 
of  the  Local  Authority. 

Understandably,  most  old  people  have  a rooted  dislike 
of  leaving  their  homes  but  where  they  have  lived  in  trying 
conditions  and  offered  suitable  alternative  accommodation  for 
their  meagre  needs,  1 feel  that  a gleam  of  light  is  beginning  io 
reveal  itself  to  enlighten  the  last  portion  of  their  pathway  in 
this  life. 

The  Local  Authority  adopted  in  a practical  way  the  rele- 
vant provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1949-1954  which  gives 
financial  assistance  to  owners  to  bring  their  houses  up  to  the 
required  standard  thus  assisting  to  no  small  extent  the  housing 
and  slum  clearance  programme. 

23  Improvement  Grants  were  made  during  the  year. 

42  Unfit  houses  were  dealt  with  by  the  Council  under 
Section  1 I of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


SUMMARY  OF  REPAIRS. 

Ths  fohowing  is  a summary  of  work  carried  out  as  a result 
of  45  informal  and  30  abatement  notices  served  upon  the  owners 
concerned:  — 


Number  of : 

Walls  made  damp  proof  ...  ...  25 

Sash  cords  provided  to  windows  ...  21 

Windows  and  window  frames  repaired  2ft 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  23 

Gutterings  and  downpipes  repaired  18 

Doors  repaired  and  renewed  ...  13 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid  ’ ’ "*  ^ 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  in 
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Skirting  boards  repaired 
Chimneys  repaired 
Drains  repaired  and  cleansed 
Sinks  provided 

W.C.  cisterns,  flush  pipes  and  service  water  pipes 
repaired 

W.C.  pans  and  W.C.  structures  repaired  or 
renewed  ... 

Grates  repaired 


5 
9 
19 

2 

13 

17 

6 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Since  the  inception  of  the  Pest  Act,  1949,  and  the  assist- 
ance given  by  the  Ministry  to  Local  Authorities  with  regard 
to  the  work  of  Rodent  Control,  much  work  of  eradication  of 
rats  and  mice  have  been  carried  out  within  the  area.  The  time 
of  the  Rodent  Operative  is  fully  occupied  not  only  since  and 
because  the  public  has  become  aware  of  the  free  treatment  of 
dwelling  houses,  but  because  of  the  effective  and  satisfactory 
measures  with  which  the  infestations,  however  small  or  large, 
have  been  dealt  with. 

A great  deal  of  time  is  also  spent  in  carrying  out  work  of 
destruction  of  rats  living  in  sewers,  basing  operations  on  the 
methods  as  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fish  - 
eries and  Food.  The  work  consists  principally  of  poison  bait- 
ing with  Zinc  Phosphide  or  Arsenic  at  all  the  manholes  in 
areas  that  have  not  been  shown  by  test  baiting  to  be  free  from 
rats.  Two  plain  baits  are  first  placed  at  convenient  positions 
either  on  consecutive  days  or  alternative  days  followed  by 
poison  baiting.  This  operation  is  carried  out  twice  every  year 
showing  good  results  with  the  degree  of  infestation  being  kept 
at  its  minimum. 

The  work  of  the  Rodent  Operative  also  embraces  farms, 
farm  buildings  and  business  premises.  Where  infestation  occurs 
at  farms . immediate  contact  is  made  with  the  Pest  Control 
Department  of  the  Ministry  who  carry  out  the  practical  work 
upon  such  notification.  The  Rodent  Operative  of  the  Authority 
also  undertakes  the  work  of  destruction  and  eradication  at 
business  premises  and  a reasonable  charge  is  made  for  sucn 
services. 

During  the  year  241  private  and  other  premises  were 
treated  with  satisfactory  results.  1 7 routine  treatments  were 
carried  out  of  the  Council's  Camps  and  Refuse  Tips. 

67  farms  were  inspected  and  notifications  forwarded  to 
the  Pest  Control  Department  where  infestations  occurred. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


All  cases  of  notified  infectious  diseases  were  visited  and 
investigated  and  terminal  disinfestation  carried  out. 

Visits  made  ...  ...  ...i  ...  84 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  19 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  ...  ...  11 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains  : — 

(i)  Direct  to  the  houses  ...  ...  4,003 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  15 

Appropriate  population  supplied  by  public  water  mains:  — 

(i)  Direct  to  the  houses  ...  ...  12,9  69 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  49 

PIPED  SUPPLIES. 

14  samples  of  treated  supplies  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  all  of  which  were  satisfactory, 
i hese  samples  were  taken  from  the  Council’s,  Cardiff  and 
Newport  Corporation  supplies  at  various  points  within  the  area. 

A further  36  samples  of  untreated  supplies  were  also  sub- 
mitted for  bacterioloical  examination,  out  of  which  20  were 
unsatisfactory. 

214  connections  from  the  Council’s  and  the  Newport 
Corporation  water  mains  were  carried  out  during  the  year;  of 
this  207  connections  were  to  new  houses  occupied  during  the 
year 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Shops  Act 
1950,  relating  to  sanitary  and  other  arrangements  in  shops. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

Tnere  are  3 butcher  s shops  within  the  area.  There  are  no 
licensed  private  slaughterhouses,  the  meat  being  collected 
ior  sale  from  the  shops  from  neighbouring  public  and  private 
slaughterhouses. 

Five  applications  were  received  for  licences  to  slaughter  pigs 
only,  all  of  which  were  granted  by  the  Council. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SECTION  269.  ** 

TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947. 

SECTION  17— MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Life  in  a caravan,  to  a certain  extent,  is  the  consequence 
of  other  problems — lack  of  houses,  the  extra  millions  of 
people  granted  holidays  with  pay,  change  of  taste  in  recre- 
ation, and  the  high  cost  of  hotels.  Post-war  conditions  also 
made  housing  a difficult  problem  and  forced  the  development 
of  the  caravan  industry  on  a scale  unpredictable  in  1939.  War- 
time evacuation  from  the  towns  demonstrated  the  practic- 
ability of  caravan  living  at  least,  for  a limited  period.  The 
resulting  change  of  circumstances  was  the  establishment  of  cara- 
van sites  throughout  the  countryside  to  cope  with  the  ever- 
growing number  of  caravans  on  the  highway  and  byways.  The 
establishment  of  two  camping  sites  at  St.  Brides  has  succeeded 
to  a large  extent  in  absorbing  applications  for  siting  individual 
caravans  throughout  the  area.  Caravaning  has  come  to  stay 
and  control  of  the  residential  sites  must  take  note  of  the  indi- 
vidual structure  and  not  only  with  the  land.  1 am  happy  to 
note  that  since  the  inception  of  our  site  s all  caravans  must  be 
of  a suitable  proprietory  make  before  siting  be  approved  by 
the  Local  Authority,  must  be  of  a reasonable  size  with  insul- 
ating walls  and  a proper  heating  installation. 

Once  more  1 want  to  thank  the  Planning  Department  fo’- 
the  willing  and  prompt  assistance  given  whenever  any  prob- 
lem arose  from  a planning  aspect. 

1 3 individual  applications  were  received  to  station  cara- 
vans in  different  parts  of  the  area,  all  of  which  were  granted 
until  3 1st  December,  1956,  when  the  applications  would  again 
be  reviewed  for  a further  1 2 months. 

ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT,  ETC.) 
REGULATIONS,  1947-52. 

The  usual  necessary  periodical  inspections  of  all  the 
registered  premises  for  the  sale  of  Ice-cream  were  carried  out 
during  the  past  1 2 months. 

The  full  co-operation  of  all  retailers  was  received  during 
visits  of  inspections  and  taking  of  samples. 

Inasmuch  as  there  are  no  premises  registered  within  the 
area  to  manufacture  ice-cream  the  trend  of  the  retailers  is  to 
purchase  Ice-Cream  pre-packed  from  manufacturers  outside  the 
area. 

During  the  course  of  the  visits  no  adverse  condition  was 
noted. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


We  are  today  witnessing  the  development  of  a new  con- 
ception of  how  food  should  be  handled  to  ensure  its  purity  and 
safety.  Moreover,  we  can  claim  that  we  have  not  been  silent 
witnesses  and  have  at  all  material  times  been  in  the  vanguard 
of  the  attack  upon  the  indifference  that  has  existed  regarding 
the  premises  used  and  the  technique  employed  in  handling 
food. 


The  hugh  expansion  of  communal  feeding  that  has  taken 
place  since  the  outbreak  of  the  last  war  has  concentrated 
attention  upon  the  incidence  of  food  poisoning.  This  great  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  people  at  risk  is  a factor  that  is  recog- 
nised as  one  which  accounts  in  large  measure  for  the  startling 
rise  in  the  number  of  outbreaks  in  food-borne  infection. 

Food  exhibitions  and  lecturers  to  the  public  and  trades 
have  been  organised  to  bear  upon  the  need  to  create  an  in- 
formed public,  all  doing  their  part  to  make  everyone  food 
hygiene  conscious  with  the  hope  that  this  will,  in  time,  in- 
fluence the  attitude  of  food  handlers  towards  hygiene  gener- 
ally. Until  all  food  handlers  have  a basic  knowledge  of  the 
cause  of  food  poisoning  and  the  right  preventive  measures,  out- 
breaks must  occur. 

In  my  opinion,  in  all  schools,  elementary  facts  about  dis- 
ease could  be  given  to  the  average  child  with  greater  ease  than 
much  of  the  complicated  subjects  which  they  are  expected  to 
absorb.  Education  is  a long  term  policy  and  though  the  fruits 
are  not  yet  to  hand,  continuous  efforts,  patience  and  appli- 
cation to  our  job  will,  no  doubt,  bring  about  their  proverbial 
rewards. 

The  97  shops  which  are  predominantly  parlour  type 
premises,  and  all  industrial  canteens  were  regularly  inspected 
during  the  year  with  special  attention  to  the  provision  of  the 
flood  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  regarding  requirements  re- 
lating to  persons  engaged  in  the  handling  of  food,  personal 
cleanliness,  and  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment, 
temperature  at  which  foods  are  kept.  Special  note  was  also 
made  to  the  provision  of  adequate  and  constant  supply  of  hot 
and  cold  water  at  suitable  controlled  temperature  where  open 
tood  was  handled. 


1 am  pleased  to  record  that  the  occupiers  of  all  premises 
concerned  m nearly  all  cases  realised  the  essential  necessity  of 
providing  a constant  supply  of  hot  water  for  the  proper  carry- 
ing on  of  their  business  and  forthwith  gave  instructions  to 
various  contractors  for  the  work  of  providing  the  necessary 
equipment.  y 

will  k am  alSj  satlsfied  that,  tllf  remaining  outstanding  work 
will  be  carried  out  at  an  early  date. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


The  phenomenal  increase  in  the  consumption  of  milk 
during  the  past  years  and  the  truly  amazing  response  of  British 
Agriculture  to  the  call  of  production  of  more  milk  since  1940, 
have  emphasized  the  great  importance  which  milk  has  in  re- 
lation to  the  life  of  the  nation.  With  the  advent  of  more  pro- 
duction, new  legislation  has  been  introduced  together  with  the 
existing  being  modified  but  before  satisfactory  standards  are 
attained,  or  nearly  so,  the  public  must  show  increasing  interest 
in  what  they  consume,  and  demand  the  quality  to  which  they 
are  entitled.  The  management  must  also  be  willing  to  invest 
and  give  active  support  to  the  efforts  of  their  staff  to  attain 
quality  and,  last  but  not  least,  to  employ  persons  of  training  and 
experience  sufficient  to  carry  out  the  management  policy  and 
see  that  it  is  enforced. 


One  more  step  towards  the  protection  of  the  public  and 
to  provide  safe  milk  was  the  introduction  of  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  Order,  1954,  which  came  in- 
to force  on  the  1st  April,  1954,  and  milk  retailed  within  the 
area  must  be  sold  under  special  authorised  designation  namely 
“ Pasteurised,”  “ Sterilised,”  and  ” Tuberculin  Tested/' 

Most  of  the  milk  produced  within  the  area  is  sold  whole- 
sale to  the  large  pasteurising  establishments  and  the  majority 
of  distributors  obtain  theii  designated  milk  already  bottled 
from  these  depots. 

65  licences  to  retail  designated  milk  were  issued  and  58 
samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  10 
of  which  were  unsatisfactory. 


HOUSE  REFUSE. 

A weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  in  the 
following  Parishes  : Lianwern,  Graig,  Dmfryn,  Rogerstone  and 
St.  Mellons  and  a for. nightly  collection  is  maintained  in  all 
remaining  parishes  of  the  district. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  tipping  at  Bettws  and  Magor,  and 
occasioned  no  serious  nuisances. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  routine  treatments  in  connection 
with  rodent  control,  both  tips  were  given  two  dressings  with  a 
D.D-T.  base  during  the  summer  months  in  order  to  control  insect 

pests. 

I remain, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  JAMES, 

Senior  Publio  Health  Inspector. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1956, 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Magor  & St.  Mellons  in  the  County  of 

Monmouth. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1.— INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS 
AS  TO  HEALTH. 

(including  Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  ) 


M c 
line 
No. 
2 

N umber 

Number  of 

Premises 

1 

on 

Register 

3 

Inspect- 

ions 

4 

Written 

Notices 

5 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

6 

1- — Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3.  4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities. 

1 

2 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

2.— Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
to  which  Section  7 applies. 

2 

28 

59 

Nil 

Nil 

3. — Other  Premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises.) 

Total 

3 

6 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

36 

81 

Nil 

Nil 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

1 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S  1) 
Overcrowding  (8.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (.6 
sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a;  Insufficient  ' 

lb)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 
(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  homework) 

Total 


M/c 

Line 

No. 

2 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found, 

Found 

3 

Remedied 

4 

Referred 

to  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

5 I 6 

4 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Nil. 

6 

Nil. 

7 

Nil. 

8 

Nil. 

9 

Nil. 

10 

1 

1 

11 

Nil. 

12 

Nil. 

rt 



2 

2 

Nil 

1 

oases  in 
ivhirli  pro- 
Recu fions 
were 
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